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NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Feb. 8, 1993
UM CHARTER DAY TO FEATURE AWARDS,
RE-ENACTMENT OF OPENING CEREMONY
MISSOULA The University of Montana’s Charter Day celebration, set for Thursday, Feb. 18, will be a
veritable blast from the past.
Starting at 1:30 p.m. in the University Theatre, UM will commemorate its charter by the
state Legislature on Feb. 17, 1893, by re-enacting the school s Sept. 11, 1895, opening-day
ceremony.
Well-known campus figures — many sporting turn-of-the-century costumes

will give

excerpts of the speeches delivered by the state’s lieutenant governor, a judge and UM’s first
president and perform some of the same classical music.
Other campus and community members will recreate the sorts of invocation, benediction and
acoustic music featured in UM’s original Charter Day program and deliver additional addresses on
timely issues.
In addition, master of ceremonies Sheila Steams, vice president for University relations, will
acknowledge the five winners of some of UM’s most prestigious awards. The awards will be given
at a lunch earlier that day.
UM College of Arts and Sciences Dean Jim Flightner, a native of Darby, will receive the
Robert T. Pantzer Award. Named for UM’s president from 1966 to 1974, the award recognizes a
Montanan who’s made the University environment more open and humane. Flightner, on UM’s
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faculty since 1962, has been dean since 1989. He previously was acting dean and associate dean.
Winner of UM’s 1991 Administrative Service Award, he holds a doctorate in Spanish from the
State University of New York at Buffalo and a master’s in that field from UM.
Bill Schwanke nf M isso u la . UM’s director of marketing and media relations for athletics
since 1991, will receive the Montana Alumni Award. The UM Alumni Association gives the award
to a former UM student for extraordinary service to the University. Schwanke, who earned a
bachelor’s degree in journalism at UM in 1967, is the announcer for UM football and men s
basketball games and is the former assistant director of the Grizzly Athletic Association.
John M. "Jack" Dietrich, a partner in the Billings law firm Crowley, Haughey, Hanson,
Toole & Dietrich, will receive the Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service Award for his efforts to
foster greater understanding of UM’s needs and strengths throughout the state. The award is named
for UM’s president from 1981 to 1986. Dietrich, who grew up in Deer Lodge, earned law degrees
at UM in 1948 and 1949 and won the Robert T. Pantzer Award in 1981. The national publication
"The Best Lawyers in America" lists him as one of Montana’s top lawyers in trusts and estates,
corporate law and real estate law.
UM economics Professor Richard N. Barrett will receive the Faculty Service Award for
unflagging dedication to UM and its faculty. Barrett, who joined the faculty in 1970, teaches
courses in macroeconomics, international trade, development, and environmental economics. He s
been the president and legislative coordinator of the University Teachers Union and a member of
the American Federation of Teachers’ Higher Education Planning and Policy Council. He also
served on the Governor’s Economic Development Council from 1984 to 1988.
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Thomas Christopher King, a senior in education from Hamilton, will receive the ASUM
Student Service Award. A member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, he’s been a member of the
UM Advocates, served as an ASUM senator and chaired the University Center Board. He hopes to
earn a master’s degree in school administration at UM. His parents are Tom and Diane King, also
of Hamilton.
The full schedule of free, public Charter Day events follows:
9 a.m.-noon. 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Exhibit of photos by tum-of-the-century photographers Rollin H. McKay and Morton J.
Elrod. McKay was Missoula’s pre-eminent professional photographer in the early 1900s. Elrod, a
UM biology professor who also taught photography, established the Flathead Lake Biological
Station in 1899. On display in the Paxson Gallery of the Performing Arts and Radio/Television
Center until Feb. 27.
10
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Centennial flag-raising, University Center mall.
10-11 a.m.
"Glimpse of the Past," Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library. Includes a reception for UM
retirees and participants in the Centennial oral-history project, and 10:30 and 11 a.m. showings of
UM’s 30-minute Centennial video, "Montana, My Montana: The University’s Century Toward
Excellence." Coffee and muffins will be served. Speakers will include UM Archivist Dale Johnson
and history Professor Bill Farr, and President George Dennison and Vice President for University
Relations Sheila Steams will be on hand.
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11 a. m.-noon
Historical tours of campus led by UM Advocates dressed in period costume. Meet at
Centennial Circle.
Noon
Battery "A" First Montana Light Artillery, a period-impression group associated with the
Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, will Fire three cannons on the Oval. The UM military science
department color guard will give a demonstration.
1:30-3 p .iil
Re-enactment of Charter Day program highlights from 1895:
• The Hellgate Revellers, a mandolin, banjo, guitar and bass group, will perform, as did a
similar group in the original program.
• New Student Services Director Frank Matule, portraying the Rev. C.H. Lindley, will give
an invocation.
• Music Associate Professor Steven Hesla will perform Mendelssohn’s "Spinning Song."
Music faculty member Mary Olive Gray played LitolfFs piece by the same name in 1895.
• Radio-TV Chair Joe Durso will present excerpts from L t Gov. A.C. Botkin’s address.
• Fine arts Dean Jim Kriley will present excerpts from an address by Judge Hiram
Knowles.
• Hesla will play Beethoven’s Sonata "Pathetique," opus 13, as Gray once did.
• John Madden, dean of UM’s Davidson Honors College, will present excerpts of the
address by Oscar J. Craig, UM’s first president
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• Matule will give a final benediction.
• Harry Fritz, UM history professor and state senator, will discuss "One Hundred Years of
Survival."
• Earl Old Person, chief of the Blackfeet Nation and chair of the Blackfeet Tribal Business
Council, will give an address on "Native Americans in Education."
• President Dennison will give a speech on "The Next 100 Years: UM, Montana, and the
World."
• The Hellgate Revellers will perform recessional music.
3-5 p.m.
Reception in UC Ballroom. Marcella Sherfy, state historic preservation officer with the
Montana Historical Society, will present President Dennison with a certificate documenting UM’s
recent listing on the National Register of Historic Places. She’ll also give him a sample of the
signs to be placed on buildings in UM’s historic district
Charter Day will be a holiday for students but a regular workday for UM employees.
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